
 

 
 

You Will Be My Witnesses 
 

Ascension 
May 16, 2021 

 
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, Grant Park, IL 

 
 



1 | P a g e  

 

Order of Service: Worship Bulletin 

Prayer Upon Entering Church: Father of Glory, your Son ascended into your presence amidst the 
clouds, and now he reigns over the nations and sits on his holy throne as our victorious Savior over 
sin, death, and the devil. Increase in us patient trust as we continue to wait for the fullness of your 
glory to be revealed when he returns again in clouds of glory and inaugurates a new heaven and a 
new earth, the home of righteousness. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn: A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing (CW 171) 

1. A hymn of glory let us sing 
    New songs throughout the world shall ring: 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
    Christ, by a road before untrod, 
    Ascends unto the throne of God. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
3. To them the shining angels cry, 

    "Why stand and gaze upon the sky?" 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    "This is the Savior," thus they say. 
    "This is his glorious triumph day." 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
5. Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 
    And be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
    Then, throned with you forever, we 

    Shall praise your name eternally. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

2. The holy apostolic band 
    Upon the Mount of Olives stand, 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
    And with his followers they see 

    Their Lord ascend in majesty. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

4. "You see him now, ascending high 
    Up to the portals of the sky." 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
    "Hereafter Jesus you shall see 
    Returning in great majesty." 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
6. O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

    All praise to you let earth accord. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    You are, while endless ages run, 
    With Father and with Spirit one. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Invocation and Confession 
Leader: We begin the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Group: Amen 
 
Leader: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
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Group: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Leader: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Group: Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day said by group: Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the 
heavens and at God’s right hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us 
the Spirit of truth that at your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the 
world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.. 
Amen. 
 
First Lesson: Acts 1:1-11 
I wrote my first book, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began doing and teaching until the day he 
was taken up, after he had given instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 
After he had suffered, he presented himself alive to the apostles with many convincing proofs. He 
appeared to them over a period of forty days and told them things about the kingdom of God. 
Once, when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not depart from Jerusalem, but 
wait for what the Father promised, which you heard from me. For John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
So when they were together with him, they asked, “Lord, is this the time when you are going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that 
the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” After he said these things, he was taken up while they were watching, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. They were looking intently into the sky as he went away. Suddenly, two men 
in white clothes stood beside them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing here looking 
up into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come back in 
the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
 
Psalm: Psalm 47 read responsively 
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Refrain: Let the people praise you, O God. Let all the people praise you. 
 
Leader: Clap your hands, all you nations; 
Group: shout to God with cries of joy. 
 
Leader: How awesome is the Lord Most High, 
Group: the great King over all the earth! 
 
Leader: God reigns over the nations; 
Group: God is seated on his holy throne. 
 
Refrain: Let the people praise you, O God. Let all the people praise you. 
 
Leader: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 
Group: the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 
 
Leader: Sing praises to God, sing praises;  
Group: sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
 
Leader: For God is the King of all the earth; 
Group: sing to him a psalm of praise. 
 
Group: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain: Let the people praise you, O God. Let all the people praise you. 
 
Second Lesson: Ephesians 4:7-16 
But to each one of us grace was given, according to the measure of the gift from Christ. That is why 
it says, “When he ascended on high, he took captivity captive and gave gifts to his people.” Now 
what does it mean when it says “he ascended,” other than that he also had descended to the lower 
parts, namely, the earth? He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the 
heavens, so that he might fill all things. He himself gave the apostles, as well as the prophets, as 
well as the evangelists, as well as the pastors and teachers, for the purpose of training the saints for 
the work of serving, in order to build up the body of Christ. This is to continue until we all reach 
unity in the faith and knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature man with a stature 
reaching to the measure of the fullness of Christ.  
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The goal is that we would no longer be little children, tossed by the waves and blown around by 
every wind of teaching, when people use tricks and invent clever ways to lead us astray. Instead, 
speaking the truth in love, we would in all things grow up into Christ, who is the head. From him the 
whole body, being joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows in accordance 
with Christ’s activity when he measured out each individual part. He causes the growth of the body 
so that it builds itself up in love. 
 
Verse of the Day: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. “Surely I am with you 
always until the end of the age.” Alleluia. (Matthew 28:20b) 
 
Gospel Lesson: Luke 24:44-53 
(Jesus) said to them, “These are my words, which I spoke to you while I was still with you: 
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the 
Psalms.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. He said to them, “This is what is 
written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and 
repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. Look, I am sending you what my Father promised. But 
stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
 
He led them out as far as the vicinity of Bethany. He lifted up his hands and blessed them. And 
while he was blessing them, he parted from them and was taken up into heaven. So they 
worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. They were continually in the temple 
courts, praising and blessing God. Amen. 
 
Leader: The Gospel of our Lord. 
Group: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn of the Day: On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build (CW 173) 

1. On Christ’s ascension I now build 
The hope of my ascension. 

This hope alone has always stilled 
All doubt and apprehension; 

For where the head is, there as well 
I know his members are to dwell 

When Christ shall come and call them. 
 

2. Since Christ returned to claim his throne, 
Great gifts for me obtaining, 

My heart shall rest in him alone, 
No other rest remaining, 

For where my treasure went before, 
There all my thoughts shall ever soar 

In answer to my pleading. 
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3. Oh, grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, 
Recalling your ascension, 

That I may serve you faithfully, 
Adorning your redemption; 

And then, when all my days will cease, 
Let me depart in joy and peace 

In answer to my pleading. 
 
Sermon: You Will Be My Witnesses (Acts 1:1-11) 
   
Nicene Creed: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
 
Offering: We might be separated in our worship, but the Lord still gives us opportunity to gather 
our gifts for him. If you are uncomfortable placing your offering in the basket in the back of church, 
please continue to send in your offerings to our PO Box. It is a safe and secure way to continue 
giving thanks to God in the midst of trial. Our PO Box is: St. Paul Lutheran Church, PO Box 143, 
Grant Park, IL 60940. 
 
The Lord’s Supper, Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Blessing spoken by Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 
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Closing hymn: Draw Us to Thee (CW 170)

1. Draw us to thee, For then shall we 
    Walk in thy steps forever 

    And hasten on Where thou art gone 
    To be with thee, dear Savior. 

 
3. Draw us to thee; Oh, grant that we 

    May walk the road to heaven! 
    Direct our way Lest we should stray 

    And from thy paths be driven. 
 

2. Draw us to thee, Lord, lovingly; 
    Let us depart with gladness 

    That we may be Forever free 
    From sorrow, grief, and sadness. 

 
4. Draw us to thee That also we 

    Thy heav'nly bliss inherit 
    And ever dwell Where sin and hell 

    No more can vex our spirit.

5. Draw us to thee Unceasingly; 
    Into thy kingdom take us. 

    Let us fore'er Thy glory share; 
    Thy saints and joint heirs make us. 

 
Announcements 
Welcome in Jesus’ name to any and all guests and visitors here with us today. It is a joy to be able 
to worship with you. Help us to remember your visit by signing our guest book. Ask an usher if you 
need help finding the book. If you would like more information about our church please speak with 
pastor after church. If you need a hearing device, please speak to a greeter. Please come again!   
 
Weekly Preview next Sunday we will celebrate Pentecost. Our lessons will be from Ezekiel 37:1-14, 
Acts 2:1-21 and John 15:26-27, 16:4b-11. Our sermon will be based on Acts 2:1-21 with the theme, 
“God Pours Out His Spirit.” 
 
Hospitalized/Homebound members/members to keep in your prayers: Carol Luft, Marcia Graf, 
Bob Jacobs, Patty Rosenbrock (Heritage Village), Mira Wieggel, Becky Herz and Janice Hooton. 
 
Zion Office Manager Needed Do you have a knack for organizing? Do you like working with team 
members? Would you enjoy using your energy and skills to help ministry run? Then please consider 
Zion Lutheran Church's office manager position. They need help with answering the phone, typing, 
record keeping, and mailings. Please see the full job description and application at 
zioncrete.org/apply Return completed application to 1588 Main St., Crete, IL 60417 or send via 
email to schneidermichael@gmail.com. Application deadline is May 30th. 
 
ILS Golf outing is on June 19 at Lincoln Oaks in Crete. See the bulletin board for info. 
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Communion at the altar during the pandemic we have been observing the Lord’s Supper in the 
pew. Our elders held a discussion about this current practice. We came to the conclusion that we 
will return to offering communion at the altar beginning in June. We will still continue to use the 
single serve communion with the bread and wine. We also discussed that some might not be 
comfortable coming to the rail and would prefer to stay in the pew. That is just fine. These people 
will receive the communion items outside from pastor and will continue to observe communion like 
we have for the past few months. 
 
Flowers on the altar are given in honor of Art and Doreen Romadka’s wedding anniversary. 
 
Thank you to Ladies Aid for your donation to church.  

 
This week at St. Paul 

  
Today: Worship 9am 

Bible Study after church 
Monday: Confirmation examination 6:30pm 

Saturday: Worship 6pm 
Sunday: Worship 9am 
Bible Study after church 

 
Organist: Thank you to Doreen Romadka 

Last Week’s Attendance: Sunday 36 
Saturday No service 
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