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Order of Service: Worship Bulletin 

Prayer Upon Entering Church: Almighty God, when you come down, the nations tremble 
and the mountains quake because our sin angers you and causes you to look upon us in 
wrath. Yet for the sake of your son, you turn your wrath away from us and promise to 
remember not our iniquity forever. We thank you for looking upon us in mercy and making 
us your people. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn: Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray (CW 472 vs. 1,4) 

1. Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; 
    From your sleep awaken! 

    Be not by the evil day 
    Unawares o'ertaken. 

    For the foe, Well we know, 
    Is a harvest reaping 

    While the saints are sleeping. 
 

4. But while watching also pray 
    To the Lord unceasing. 

    God protects you day by day, 
    Strength and faith increasing. 

    So that still Mind and will 
    Shall unite to serve him 
    And forever love him.

Invocation and Confession 
 
Leader: We begin the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Group: Amen. 
 
Leader: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
Group: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to 
do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am 
truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on 
me, a sinner. 
 
Leader: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Group: Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day said by group: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your 
strength and save us from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 
First Lesson: Isaiah 64:1-9 
Oh, that you would rip open the heavens and come down. Mountains then would quake 
because of your presence. As fire ignites stubble and as fire makes water boil, make your 
name known to your adversaries. Then nations would quake in your presence. You did 
amazing things that we did not expect. You came down. Mountains quaked because of 
your presence. From ancient times no one has heard. No ear has understood. No eye has 
seen any god except you, who goes into action for the one who waits for him. You meet 
anyone who joyfully practices righteousness, who remembers you by walking in your ways! 
But you were angry because we sinned. We have remained in our sins for a long time. 
 
Can we still be saved? All of us have become like something unclean, and all our righteous 
acts are like a filthy cloth. All of us have withered like a leaf, and our guilt carries us away 
like the wind. There is no one who calls on your name, who rouses himself to take hold of 
you. So you hid your face from us. You made us melt by the power of our guilt. But now, 
Lord, you are our father. We are the clay, and you are our potter. All of us are the work of 
your hand. Do not be angry, Lord, without limit. Do not remember our guilt forever. Please 
look closely. All of us are your people. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 24 read responsively 
 
Refrain: Let the Lord enter; he is the King of glory. 
 
Leader: The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, 
Group: the world, and all who live in it; 
 
Leader: for he founded it upon the seas 
Group: and established it upon the waters.  
 
Leader: Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? 
Group: Who may stand in his holy place? 
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Leader: He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
Group: he will receive blessing from God his Savior. 
 
Refrain: Let the Lord enter; he is the King of glory. 
 
Leader: Lift up your heads, O you gates; 
Group: be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 
 
Leader: Who is this King of glory? 
Group: The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 
 
Leader: Lift up your heads, O you gates; 
Group: lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 
 
Leader: Who is he, this King of glory? 
Group: The Lord Almighty – he is the King of glory. 
 
Group: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain: Let the Lord enter; he is the King of glory. 
 
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! I always thank my 
God for you because of the grace of God given to you in Christ Jesus. You were enriched in 
him in every way, in all your speaking and all your knowledge, because the testimony about 
Christ was established in you. As a result you do not lack any gift as you eagerly wait for the 
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also keep you strong until the end, so that you 
will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, who called you into 
fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
Verse of the Day: Alleluia. The one who testifies about these things says, “Yes, I am coming 
soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! Alleluia. (Revelation 22:20) 
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Gospel Lesson: Mark 11:1-10 
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and 
just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it 
and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it 
and will send it back here shortly.’”  
 
They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, some 
people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” They answered as 
Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. When they brought the colt to Jesus 
and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, 
while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. Those who went ahead and those 
who followed shouted, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” “Hosanna in the highest!” 
 
Leader: The Gospel of our Lord. 
Group: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn of the Day: Savior of the Nations, Come (CW 2) 
 

1. Savior of the nations, come; 
    Virgin's Son, make here your home. 

    Marvel now, O heav'n and earth, 
    That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 
3. Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child 

    Of the Spirit undefiled, 
    Though by all the world disowned, 

    Yet to be in heav'n enthroned! 
 

2. Not by human flesh and blood, 
    By the Spirit of our God 

    Was the Word of God made flesh, 
    Woman's offspring, pure and fresh. 

 
4. From the Father's throne he came 

    And ascended to the same, 
    Captive leading death and hell-- 
    High the song of triumph swell! 

5. Praise to God the Father sing, 
    Praise to God the Son, our King, 

    Praise to God the Spirit be 
    Ever and eternally. 
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Sermon: Lord, Please Forget Our Guilt (Isaiah 64:1-9) 
   
Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Offering: We might be separated in our worship, but the Lord still gives us opportunity to 
gather our gifts for him. If you are uncomfortable placing your offering in the basket in the 
back of church, please continue to send in your offerings to our PO Box. It is a safe and 
secure way to continue giving thanks to God in the midst of trial. Our PO Box is: St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, PO Box 143, Grant Park, IL 60940. 
 
Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Blessing spoken by Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine 
on you and be gracious to you The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 
 
Closing hymn: Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates (CW 3 vs. 1,5) 

 
1. Lift up your heads you mighty gates! 

    Behold the King of Glory waits. 
    The King of kings is drawing near; 

    The Savior of the world is here. 
    Life and salvation he will bring; 

    Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
    To God the Father raise 

    Your joyful songs of praise. 
 

5. Redeemer, come! I open wide 
    My heart to you; here, Lord, abide! 
    Oh, enter with your saving grace; 

    Show me your kind and friendly face. 
    Your Holy Spirit guide us on 

    Until our glorious goal is won. 
    Eternal praise and fame 
    We offer to your name.
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Announcements 
Welcome in Jesus’ name to any and all guests and visitors here with us today. It is a joy to 
be able to worship with you. Help us to remember your visit by signing our guest book. Ask 
an usher if you need help finding the book. If you would like more information about our 
church please speak with pastor after church. If you need a hearing device, please speak to 
a greeter. Please come again!   
 
Weekly Preview next Sunday is the Second Sunday in Advent. We will have a special 
Sunday with Pastor James Mattek from Christian Family solutions leading us in worship. 
 
Hospitalized/Homebound members/members to keep in your prayers: Carol Luft, Marcia 
Graf, Bob Jacobs, Patty Rosenbrock (Heritage Village), Mira Wieggel, Becky Herz and Gloria 
Martens.  
 
Need a Pastor from December 2-10? The Micheel family will be taking a family vacation 
over these dates. If you need a pastor, please contact: Pastor Lon Kuether from Zion in 
Crete. 
 
Church decorating will take place tomorrow night at 6:30pm. 
 
Next week, Pastor James Mattek of Christian Family Solutions will be our guest preacher 
and Bible study leader. He will share more about the healing and helping ministries of 
Christian Family Solutions, which include Christian counseling, in-home care services, and 
senior living solutions. Pastor Mattek has served this ministry since 2004. Prior to joining 
this organization, Pastor Mattek was a parish pastor serving congregations in Watertown, 
WI and Findlay, OH. As Director of Ministry, Pastor Mattek provides doctrinal leadership 
and works in mission advancement. To learn more about Christian Family Solutions, please 
visit www.ChristianFamilySolutions.org. 
 
Bible Class will not meet today after church. 
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This week at St. Paul 
  

Today: Worship 9am 
Wednesday-Saturday: Micheels on vacation 

Sunday: Worship 9am 
Bible Study after church 

 
 

Organist: Thank you to Doreen Romadka 
Last Week’s Attendance: Saturday 9 

Sunday 30 
Wednesday 24 
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