
Simplified Service for Car and Home: The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Tune in to FM 89.3 

Offering: We might be separated in our worship, but the Lord still gives us opportunity 

to gather our gifts for him. If you are uncomfortable placing your offering in the basket 

in the parking lot, please continue to send in your offerings to our PO Box. It is a safe 

and secure way to continue giving thanks to God in the midst of trial. Our PO Box is: St. 

Paul Lutheran Church, PO Box 143, Grant Park, IL 60940. 

Opening hymn: I Know that My Redeemer Lives (CW 152 vs. 1-4) 

1. I know that my Redeemer lives; 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my everliving Head! 

 
3. He lives to bless me with his love; 

He lives to plead for me above. 
He lives, my hungry soul to feed; 
He lives to help in time of need. 

 

2. He lives triumphant from the grave; 
He lives eternally to save. 

He lives all glorious in the sky; 
He lives exalted there on high. 

 
4. He lives to grant me rich supply; 
He lives to guide me with his eye. 

He lives to comfort me when faint; 
He lives to hear my soul's complaint.

Leader: We begin the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Group: Amen 

Leader: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

God our Father, asking him in the name of Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Group: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 

to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I 

am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have 

mercy on me, a sinner. 

Leader: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Group: Amen. 



Prayer of the Day said by group: O God, you form the minds of your faithful people 

into a single will. Make us love what you command and desire what you promise, that 

among the many changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys 

of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

First Lesson: Acts 4:8-12 The Departed Lord Brings Us Salvation 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of 

Israel, if we are being questioned today for a kind act that was done for the lame man, 

as to how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of 

Israel that it was by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom 

God raised from the dead! By him this man stands before you healed. This Jesus is the 

stone that was rejected by you builders, which has become the cornerstone. 

“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 

people by which we must be saved.”  

Psalm 33 read responsively 

Refrain: The earth is full of the goodness of God, the goodness of our God. 

Leader: Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous 

Group: it is fitting for the upright to praise him. 

Leader: For the Word of the Lord is right and true; 

Group: he is faithful in all he does. 

Leader: By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, 

Group: their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 

Leader: For he spoke, and it came to be; 

Group: he commanded, and it stood firm. 

Leader: The Lord foils the plans of the nations;  

Group: he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 

Leader: But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, 

Group: the purposes of his heart through all generations. 



Leader: The Lord loves righteousness and justice; 

Group: the earth is full of his unfailing love. 

Refrain: The earth is full of the goodness of God, the goodness of our God. 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:4-10 The Departed Savior is Our Faith’s Foundation 

As you come to him, the Living Stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and precious, 

you also, like living stones, are being built as a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, in 

order to bring spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it 

says in Scripture: See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the 

one who believes in him will certainly not be put to shame. Therefore, for you who 

believe, this is an honor.  

But for those who do not believe: The stone which the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone, and, a stone over which they stumble and a rock over which they fall. 

Because they continue to disobey the word, they stumble over it. And that is the 

consequence appointed for them. But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, the people who are God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the 

praises of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. At one time you 

were not a people, but now you are the people of God. At one time you were not shown 

mercy, but now you have been shown mercy. 

Verse of the Day: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Jesus said, 

“I am the Way and the Truth and the Life.” Alleluia. (John 14:6) 

Gospel Lesson: John 14:1-11 Our Lord Departs to Prepare a Place for Us 

“Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s 

house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare 

a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to 

be with me, so that you may also be where I am. You know where I am going, and you 

know the way.”  

“Lord, we don’t know where you are going,” Thomas replied, “so how can we know the 

way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the 

Father, except through me. If you know me, you would also know my Father. From now 

on you do know him and have seen him.” 



“Lord,” said Philip, “show us the Father, and that is enough for us.” “Have I been with 

you so long,” Jesus answered, “and you still do not know me, Philip? The one who has 

seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I am telling you I am not 

speaking on my own, but the Father who remains in me is doing his works. Believe me 

that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me. Or else believe because of the works 

themselves  

Hymn of the Day: God Love the World So that He Gave (CW 391) 

1, God loved the world so that he gave 
His only Son the lost to save 

That all who would in him believe 
Should everlasting life receive. 

 
3. God would not have the sinner die-- 

His Son with saving grace is nigh. 
His Spirit in the Word does teach 

How we the blessed goal may reach. 
 

5. When you are sick, when death draws near, 
This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves my soul from death-- 

This is the anchor of my faith! 
 

2. Christ is the solid rock of faith, 
Who was made flesh and suffered death. 

All who confide in him alone 
Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 
4. Be of good cheer, for God's own Son 
Forgives the sins that you have done. 

You're justified by Jesus' blood; 
Baptized, you are a child of God. 

 
6. Glory to God the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To you, O blessed Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 

 
Sermon: The Departure that Brings Comfort (John 14:1-11) 

Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 

hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



Prayer 

Leader: Almighty Father, everlasting God, Your Son has revealed You to us as a merciful Lord. Give to 

us Your Holy Spirit, that we may believe in Him whom You have sent and do the greater works He has 

told us we will do in His name. 

O merciful Father, You have compassion upon the sick and those in need and have promised not to 

ignore them in their afflictions. Turn back the pandemic across the globe, and give us relief. Bless the 

sick with healing, those who suffer with strength and patience, and the dying with peace. 

Gracious God, You have established the home and blessed those who show us Your love. Bless all 

mothers and the children in their care. Bless all families and make their homes places of blessing and 

love, where Your Word is spoken, forgiveness reigns and love is displayed. Give us good examples to 

inspire youth to all that is good and pure, and to seek after these things. 

We praise You, God, for Your goodness in hearing the prayers of Your people and granting us 

confidence to approach Your throne of mercy. Hear us now in the name of and for the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, through whom, with whom and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

honor and glory is Yours, almighty Father, both now and forevermore. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Leader Blessing: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 

Closing hymn: I Know that My Redeemer Lives (CW 152 vs. 5-8) 

5. He lives to silence all my fears; 
He lives to wipe away my tears. 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 

 
7. He lives and grants me daily bread; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death. 
He lives my mansion to prepare. 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

6. He lives my kind, wise, heav'nly friend; 
He lives and loves me to the end. 

He lives, and while he lives I'll sing; 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King 

 
8. He lives, all glory to his name; 
He lives, my Jesus, still the same. 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives; 
"I know that my Redeemer lives!"

 


