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Genesis 3:1-15 

Now the serpent was more clever than any wild animal which the LORD God had made. He said to the 

woman, “Has God really said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the 

serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees of the garden, but not from the fruit of the tree that is in the 

middle of the garden. God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it. You shall not touch it, or else you will die.’” 

The serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die. In fact, God knows that the day you eat from 

it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” When the woman saw that 

the tree was good for food, and that it was appealing to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to 

make one wise, she took some of its fruit and ate. She gave some also to her husband, who was with her, 

and he ate it. The eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked. They 

sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for their waists. They heard the voice of the LORD God, 

who was walking around in the garden during the cooler part of the day, and the man and his wife hid 

themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  

The LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” The man said, “I heard your voice in 

the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid myself.” God said, “Who told you that you 

were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, 

“The woman you gave to be with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”  

The LORD God said to the woman, “What have you done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, 

and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent:  Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all 

the livestock, and more than every wild animal. You shall crawl on your belly, and you shall eat dust all 

the days of your life. I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 

seed. He will crush your head,  and you will crush his heel. 

 



The man and woman were standing in the middle of pure perfection. It was in the midst of this 

perfection God gave man an opportunity to serve him. “The LORD God gave a command to the man. He 

said, ‘You may freely eat from every tree in the garden, but you shall not eat from the Tree of the 

Knowledge of Good and Evil, for on the day that you eat from it, you will certainly die.’” God gave the 

man and woman a clear command and an opportunity to demonstrate their love for him.  

What was their response? They rejoiced to be able to do it. Why? Don’t we all rejoice at the opportunity 

to show people we love them? The young man is thrilled at the chance to show his love to a young 

woman by proposing marriage to her. The grandchildren are glad to mow the lawn for their 

grandparents who can’t cut the grass anymore. The brother willingly donates a kidney to his ailing sister 

who’d die without it. Are these actions a burden? Absolutely not! 

It didn’t take long for the man and woman to get a chance to demonstrate their love for God. “Now the 

serpent was more clever than any wild animal which the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, 

‘Has God really said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?’” A serpent comes up to the 

woman and asks her a seemingly innocent question which in essence asks, “How has God asked you to 

show him that you love him?” 

 “The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat fruit from the trees of the garden, but not from the 

fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden. God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it. You shall 

not touch it, or else you will die.’’” The serpent asks the woman, “How has God asked you to show him 

that you love him?” How does she respond? She turns to God’s word and quotes him. She lets God set 

the rules about showing him love. 

The woman offers a good guide for us. God’s word tells us the best way to show God love. Yet, the 

tempter is both stubborn and tricky. He knows what God has said too. However, unlike God, the 

tempter isn’t afraid of lying and twisting God’s words to suit his own purposes. “The serpent said to the 

woman, ‘You certainly will not die. In fact, God knows that the day you eat from it, your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’” 

The woman turned to the right place, but the tempter doesn’t care. He takes God’s command and twists 

it. He wants the woman to think God is withholding something from her because he’s mean. He doesn’t 

want her to enjoy herself. He wants her to suffer. He’s selfish because he’s afraid she’ll be smarter than 

him. The serpent twists God’s clear instructions and makes them a burden to the woman. How should 

she respond? 

God has clearly laid out what his will is for his followers. He wants us to be sober minded and alert by 

avoiding the abuse of alcohol. He wants us to love our neighbor’s reputation by avoiding gossip. He 

wants us to honor those in authority over us. Clear ways to show our love for God, but the tempter 

twists them. God doesn’t want you to get drunk because he doesn’t want you to have fun. Other people 

will look better than you if you don’t gossip about them. Authority uses its power for bad not good. 

“When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was appealing to the eyes, and 

that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took some of its fruit and ate. She gave some also 



to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.” The woman had turned to God’s word the first time, 

but gave into the second temptation. The man knew what God had said, but he didn’t care. He followed 

the woman’s lead and ate the fruit too. 

We know what God says about getting drunk, but it has been a tough week. I need the escape which 

alcohol brings. Who is it going to hurt anyway? The woman has been saying bad things about me. She 

needs to be taught a lesson and I’ve got dirt on her which will bring her to her knees. My parents are out 

of touch with reality. I don’t need to listen to them since they’re holding me back. You and I know what 

God’s will is, but the tempter twists what God says and we take it as a green light to sin. 

The man and the woman eat the fruit, but what happens? “The eyes of both of them were opened, and 

they realized that they were naked. They sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for their 

waists.” Suddenly, a new set of emotions floods into their hearts. They are filled with shame and 

embarrassment. The perfect harmony which they had with God has been destroyed and their hearts are 

filled with guilt, but it doesn’t stop there. 

“They heard the voice of the LORD God, who was walking around in the garden during the cooler part 

of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the 

trees of the garden.” Not only are they guilty, but they are afraid. They run from their creator because 

they can’t bear the thought of facing him and they don’t want him to know what they have done. Yet, 

God doesn’t relent. “The LORD God called to the man and said to him, ‘Where are you?’” 

I think you know the fear which the man feels in his heart because it is the same fear each one of us 

feels when we do something wrong. Satan knows we are afraid and he stokes our fear. You know what 

God says about abusing alcohol. How could you do that? You’re gonna get it from him. You were 

gossiping about the woman. Look at what you did to her. She’s shattered and it’s your fault. Your 

parents will kill you when they find out what you did. Fear and shame flood our hearts. 

“The man said, ‘I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid 

myself.’ God said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which I 

commanded you not to eat?’” The Lord knows what the man has done. He knows he is guilty, but he 

gives the man a chance to confess what he has done is wrong in God’s sight. How should the man 

respond? 

“The man said, ‘The woman you gave to be with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate it.’ 

The LORD God said to the woman, ‘What have you done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent deceived me, 

and I ate.’” The man and the woman refuse to confess. The man blames the woman. The woman 

blames the serpent and by doing so they both blame God. God it’s your fault you made the woman. God 

it’s your fault you made the serpent. Does this sound like the response of people who love God? 

How do you react when you have done something wrong? One of my favorite comics growing up was 

Calvin and Hobbes. Calvin is a six year old boy and Hobbes is his stuffed tiger. One day Calvin is playing 

his dad’s expensive pair of binoculars. He is being careless with them and ends up breaking them. He 



feels really bad about it and he tries to figure out what to do. Hobbes suggests Calvin tell his mom or 

dad the truth. Calvin resists this idea because he is afraid what his dad will do to him. 

Fast forward to the family dinner. Calvin is convinced his dad knows he has done something wrong and 

he is sweating bullets about what he did wrong. His dad says his name (in order to ask him to pass him 

something eat) and Calvin cracks. He confesses what he did was wrong and his dad goes ballistic on him. 

Calvin tearfully says, “I have an idea dad. Let’s pretend I already feel terrible about it, and that you 

don’t need to rub it any more.” How does Calvin’s dad respond? 

His dad forgives him and apologizes for getting upset with him because he recognizes Calvin was truly 

sorry about what he had done wrong. Which response do you think Satan wants you to keep in mind?  

He wants you to be scared God will go ballistic on you. What is God’s actual response to our confession? 

“The LORD God said to the serpent: I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between 

your seed and her seed. He will crush your head, and you will crush his heel.” 

Satan was in the garden when the Lord confronted Adam and Eve about their sin and he heard what 

God had to say to them. Adam and Eve had failed, but God would not go ballistic on them. This would let 

Satan win. Instead, God promised to send a champion. This champion would feel God’s full wrath over 

the sin which they had just committed, but by facing God’s wrath he would win forgiveness for all of 

humanity. This champion would crush Satan’s head and defeat him in battle.  

Who is this champion who crushed Satan’s head? Jesus. Jesus is the champion who God promised to 

send into this world to crush Satan. We saw this champion at work in our gospel lesson. Satan came to 

him and tempted him just like he tempted Adam and Eve. Jesus responded to Satan’s temptations by 

using God’s word against him. Satan tried to twist what God had to say, but Jesus wouldn’t let him. He 

fought Satan off by correctly applying God’s word to counter Satan’s lies. 

This was the first confrontation during Jesus’ life on earth and this battle culminated on a cross outside 

of Jerusalem. It was on this cross where Jesus suffered the full fury of God’s wrath for Adam’s sins, Eve’s 

sins, your sins and mine. Yes, Satan struck Jesus’ heel while he was on the cross, but Jesus crushed 

Satan’s head and he rose from the dead to prove his victory was complete. Your sins and mine have 

been forgiven. We no longer need to fear God’s wrath or punishment. 

Does this sound like news Satan wants you or me to hear? No, he wants us to be like Calvin who is afraid 

his dad will go ballistic on him when we confess. He wants us to refuse to confess our sins because he 

wants us to believe he has won. Yet, this is a lie. Satan has lost. Jesus has defeated him. He has paid for 

the guilt of our sins. Yes, confession hurts. Admitting we did something wrong hurts, but thanks be to 

Jesus that the hurt is temporary. Jesus has taken away the guilt of our sin and restored us to God. Amen.  


