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2 Peter 1:16-21 

We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the 

Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 

him I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on 

the sacred mountain.  

And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as 

to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. Above all, 

you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For 

prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by 

the Holy Spirit. 

  



Do you ever find yourself wondering about Jesus’ return? Is it going to happen? Will he ever come back? 

One miserable grind it out kind of a day gives way to the next and the next. You just get worn down and 

tired and you wonder. Will he come back? Will it ever happen? You question. You doubt. You carry on. 

You wonder. Will he? Won’t he? Today, our lesson has an answer for you: Yes, the Lord will return. 

Stories are a wonderful thing. They wrap us up and help us escape. You get lost in a good book. You 

binge watch your favorite TV shows. You watch your favorite movie, the one you can quote line by line 

for its’ entirety, for the 7,000th time. What is the reason get lost in a book or a show or a movie? It is 

because stories are powerful beacons of hope. They connect with something deep inside us because we 

relate to the message of the better life they are sharing. 

Hope filled stories are a wonderful thing, but they are just that: stories. They aren’t real. Forgetting this 

important truth can lead to massive disappointment. One of my in laws favorite places to take us is 

Disney World and Disney loves stories. Now, I get it. I might be a bit cynical because I can’t take my 

pastor hat off when I’m at Disney. I get it, but I want to share this one specific story which sticks out in 

my mind that could very easily lend itself to a massive disappointment. 

Every night Disney has a fireworks show. The one I’ve seen the most is at Cinderella’s Castle. It is a 

mixture of narration, music and fireworks. Now, maybe it is my fault. Maybe I should just turn my brain 

off and enjoy the fireworks, but I can’t and as a result I’m very unimpressed by the words which are 

attached to the fireworks. The most dramatic scene in the fireworks show is when Tinkerbell flies from 

the castle and over the crowd on a zip line. 

It is really neat to see her flying in her costume where she is all lit up, but the words right before she are 

so empty and meaningless. “And so our journey comes to an end. But yours continues on. Grab hold of 

your dreams and make them come true. For you are key to unlocking your own magic. Now, go, let 

your dreams guide you. Reach out and find your happily ever after.” The music starts in with a song 

paraphrasing Peter Pan’s you can fly and out Tinkerbell comes flying over the crowd. 

What does Tinkerbell’s flight have to do with Jesus’ return? Many people have accused the Bible of 

being nothing more than the empty words or stories which are no different than the words and stories 

said before Tinkerbell takes flight. They make you feel good, but there is no truth to them. I want you to 

understand the attack of calling the Bible a collection of made up stories isn’t new. It is something which 

has been going on since Peter wrote his second letter. 

“We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” So often in life, we get caught up in the 

boring day to day grind. One day is no different than the next and quite often they stink. We get sick. 

We are betrayed by people. We are easily frustrated. We don’t get our way. People we love die. The 

grind is hard and difficult and it takes its’ toll. 

Couple the daily grind with reading and hearing your faith is useless because it is filled with fables and 

stories, it is no wonder you struggle and grapple with whether or not Jesus will return. Peter has a 

powerful antidote to your worry and struggle. “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we 



told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his 

majesty.” As a Christian, you don’t follow a myth or a story. You follow the truth. 

Our lesson reveals what it means for us that we don’t rely on a myth or a story in two different ways. 

“We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God 

the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; 

with him I am well pleased.’” 

“We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred 

mountain.” The first way we are impacted is we don’t need to rely on personal experiences to be sure 

Jesus will return. Peter shares an experience he had on the mountain of Transfiguration which illustrates 

what I’m talking about. He is on the mountain with James and John when they see Jesus’ dramatically 

transformed before their eyes. 

This would have been an opportunity where doubt could have crept in. Did we see what we thought we 

did? Was Jesus really transformed? These are questions they could’ve asked if they were forced to 

depend on personal experience. However, God made sure they wouldn’t have any doubts. He spoke 

directly to them. “For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him 

from the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’” 

God was reassuring the disciples they didn’t have to rely on personal experiences when it came to Jesus. 

He wanted them to rely on him rather than themselves and their own experiences. How come? What is 

the reason he would want us to have to rely on our own personal experiences when it came to Jesus? 

Allow me to go back to the example of your day to day life. How often do you doubt Jesus will return? 

How often does the grind of the daily life just wear you out? 

What if that were your only evidence Jesus was going to return? Would you really believe it? Or would 

you struggle and wonder? The daily grind makes you struggle. It makes you wonder. It makes you doubt 

and think the Bible really is a book filled with fairy tales and myths. Your negative personal experiences 

along with your emotions change every day. It is not a good combination for peace and security. God 

knows all of this and it is why he wants you to rely on him rather than your own experiences. 

What does God give you in order to help you depend on him rather than your own experiences? “And 

we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to 

a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. Above all, 

you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.” 

“For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried 

along by the Holy Spirit.” The method God has chosen for us to depend on him rather than personal 

experiences is through the Bible. God promises us he is speaking through the words of the Bible. He 

gave the exact words he wanted written down to the men who were writing the Bible because he 

wanted us to have no doubt when it comes to our salvation. 



This is quite the contrast to the attacks which are waged against the Bible, aren’t they? The people who 

say the Bible is full of stories and myths don’t believe the Bible is God’s word. They don’t think God is 

able to work the miracle to have his word written and passed down in the manner which he wants it to 

be. Or they think it is silly to believe God would want to do that. They’ve never seen anything like it, 

therefore, it must not be true at all. 

Yet, we trust God gave us the Bible and he will keep all the promises he made in it. What makes God’s 

promise such a blessing to us? We can go back to our day to day lives. Do we often fail to see evidences 

Jesus is going to return? Do we struggle and doubt he will come back? Does it often feel like believers 

are losing while unbelievers are winning? If you look at your day to day life, isn’t the answer to these 

questions, yes?  

However, what does the Bible say? Jesus didn’t lose. He won. Today, we stand on the mount of 

Transfiguration. This means Lent is coming. It will bring his passion. His death. But, his death wasn’t the 

end. Jesus rose from the dead. This truth is the basis for our salvation. It is the reason you and I are 

Christians. God wants us to be absolutely clear about it. What is the best way for him to be clear? Isn’t it 

by telling us exactly what happened and why it happened? This is what he has done in the Bible. 

The Bible is clear. It is accurate. It helps us see the exact way God has carried out our salvation because 

God wants us to have peace and security. He doesn’t want us to doubt and wonder about our salvation. 

He wants us to rest easy and trust his promises one of which is he will one day take us to be with him 

forever in heaven. It is the whole reason he has given us the Bible. He wants us to rely on him and trust 

the promises he has made to us. 

Remember this when you’re wondering about whether or not Jesus is going to return. Remember it 

when you’re fighting through the daily grind and being chewed up by it. Remember your Lord and the 

love he has for you that you don’t follow a myth or cleverly invented stories. You follow him who wants 

you to lean on him rather than your own experiences. Go back to those promises in his word which he 

has given for your comfort and reassurance that the Lord will return. Amen. 


