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1 Peter 2:9-12 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 

declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a 

people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 

mercy. Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which 

war against your soul.  Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing 

wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

  



Betty was a wonderful woman. I first met her when she was in her late 70s. She was on oxygen because 

she suffered from the horrible monster COPD. COPD restricted her lung function and made every breath 

a painful struggle. Yet, as difficult as it was for her to breathe, I never once heard her complain about 

the pain. I never heard her ask why. She simply continued to carry on until the Lord finally and mercifully 

called her home late on a Sunday night. 

My conversations with Betty always tended to drift towards Jesus. Maybe it was because I was her 

pastor and that is what I do, but I don’t think so. I think it had to do with Betty. Jesus was important to 

her and she liked to talk about what was important. All her friends knew about her love for Jesus. I 

distinctly recall one friend talking about frequently going to Betty for spiritual guidance. I guess maybe 

her love for Jesus is why I enjoyed visiting with her so much. 

I bring Betty up because I would always get the sense from our conversations that there was a deep 

longing inside Betty’s heart. It wasn’t a longing to get better. She knew she was going to be cursed with 

COPD until she died. No, she had a deep longing to go to heaven and be with Jesus. Betty knew she was 

a stranger here on earth. A foreigner in a land which wasn’t her home and she wanted to leave this 

foreign land to go home. 

Can you relate to the longing which filled Betty’s heart? The longing to leave a world where you feel like 

a stranger in a foreign land and go home? I want you to know that longing is a good thing. It is what 

Peter talks about in our lesson this morning. He writes, “Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and 

strangers in the world.” Peter calls us, Christians, aliens and strangers in the world. Earth isn’t our 

permanent home. Somewhere else is and as Christians we long to go there. 

Now, I suppose you could ask, what makes us strangers in the world? What would make God attach the 

label “stranger” or “alien” to his people on earth? Peter explains God’s reason for calling us aliens and 

strangers. “Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, 

which war against your soul.” God calls us strangers and aliens in the world because we are different 

than the world we live in. 

One of the things which I really have loved to read about is World War II. I remember picking up the 

book Band of Brothers when I was a senior in high school. I inhaled it and have copy on my bookshelf at 

home. I loved reading about the bravery and heroism the soldiers had to defeat the Nazis in Europe. It 

made such an impression on me that every night I thank God for the soldiers who have fought and died 

for me to give me freedom. 

The last couple of chapters of Band of Brothers focus on the end to the fighting in Europe. Easy 

Company, the company which the book is about, ended the war with plum assignments. First, they 

captured Berteschgarten which was home to Hitler’s famed “Eagle’s Nest” in the German Alps. They 

moved from Berteschgarten to Zell am See which was a mountain district in the Austrian Alps where 

they were placed on occupation duty at the conclusion of the war. 

Zell am See was a soldier’s paradise. The duty was light. The summer weather was amazing. Hunting was 

great. The lake was great for swimming. You could go skiing in the mountains. Booze was ever present. 



There were also plenty of women for soldiers who had spent the last three years dreaming about 

women. It was a soldier’s dream, but what did many of them want more than anything? They wanted to 

go home because Austria wasn’t home. 

Can you relate to these soldiers who longed to go home? They were aliens and strangers in a foreign 

land. They had lost close friends. Many of them had been wounded or hurt. They had experienced the 

worst humanity had to offer. They also experienced some of the most sensual and fleshly pleasures 

humanity could offer after peace had been declared. Yet, what couldn’t these pleasures replace? They 

couldn’t replace the desire and longing to go home. 

I know some of you have a greater ability to relate to the soldiers of Easy Company than others. You’ve 

lost friends and loved ones. Your bodies hurt all the time. You’ve sought refuge in earthly pleasures, but 

they don’t fill a void which you feel in your soul. It is in these difficult moments of loss and pain where 

you become acutely aware you are nothing more than an alien or stranger in the world because you 

long for a place where you don’t need to deal with them anymore. 

Peter puts a label on this place for us. “Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world. 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you 

may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were 

not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 

received mercy.” 

Peter uses strong identity language to describe us, doesn’t he? He calls us a chosen people, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation and a people belonging to God who have been shown God’s mercy. This is 

your identity in Christ. You belong to him. He has marked you as his own. This is your identity in life. I 

also need to be clear about what this identity means for your life. It means you are at war because you 

have been called out of sin’s darkness into salvation’s light. 

You experience this war in a variety of ways in life. Sinful desires war against your souls. Temptations to 

run away from Christ abound. Christian morals (which we’ll hear a lot about next week) are being called 

oppressive and bigoted. As a result, Christians are losers in the culture wars and we feel marginalized 

and downtrodden. Materialism beckons you to think this world will last forever and forget you are a 

stranger and alien here. The war is difficult and exhausting. 

It leads to a deep longing to be able to go to a land where I’m not a stranger and a place where I don’t 

feel like an alien. It leads me to want to go home. Yet, a question I’ve heard a lot, especially from older 

Christians, is why am I still here? Why haven’t I been called home? I’m tired of the war. I’m exhausted 

from illness. I’m lonely and depressed. I feel like I have no purpose in life. Why am I still here? Why 

hasn’t God called me home? I don’t want to be a stranger anymore. I want to go home. 

“Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world that you may declare the praises of him 

who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” The reason you haven’t been called home is 

because God says you have work to do in this world. Yes, you are a stranger and alien in this world. Yes, 



you long to go home, but you’ve also been called by God to declare the praises of him who has called 

you out of sin’s darkness and into salvation’s light. 

How do you do that? Jesus points us in the direction in our gospel lesson. “You are the salt of the earth. 

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and 

put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the 

same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father 

in heaven.” Jesus says Christians are the salt and light of the world. 

My friend Betty was a great example of Jesus’ words. Her words, which were seasoned with salt, helped 

to preserve the faith of those she came into contact with. She encouraged and built up those who were 

struggling in their faith. At Bible Study, her wise answers helped people mature in their faith. She longed 

for heaven, but she never complained about her lot in life. She was unafraid to let her light shine and 

people know she was a Christian. 

Dear Christian, who needs your salt and light? Who needs your words of encouragement and kindness? 

Who needs your testimony about Jesus and his love? Who needs you to be their Betty? We all have 

someone. We all do. We all know someone who needs encouragement in faith. We all know someone 

who is longing to feel Christ’s kindness. We all know someone who needs salvation’s light. Who will you 

be the salt and light for? Honestly, it is the reason you’re still on earth! 

My friend Betty was a good example of the salt and light Jesus is talking about, but I want you to 

understand something. It wasn’t an accident she was filled with light. It didn’t happen randomly that she 

was Christ’s salt. She worked at being Christ’s salt and light because she was in God’s word a lot. The 

way she talked revealed as much. Want to be Christ’s salt and light? Follow Betty’s example. Get in the 

word. Come to Bible Study at church. Do devotions at home. Read the Forward in Christ. 

I miss my friend Betty. I miss the salt and light she shared. Her absence on earth makes me long for 

heaven where I’ll get to be with Betty and Jesus forever. I’m sure you’ve  lost an encouraging Christian 

friend like Betty who you miss terribly and can’t wait to see again in your heavenly home. It is a good 

thing. Yet, even though heaven is our home, Jesus still has work for us to do on earth. He wants us to be 

his salt and light for a world which desperately needs it. God bless your efforts to be his salt and light. 

Amen. 


