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1 John 2:3-11 

We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands.  The man who says, "I know him," 

but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  But if anyone obeys his word, 

God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him:  Whoever claims to live in 

him must walk as Jesus did.  Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which 

you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard.  Yet I am writing 

you a new command; its truth is seen in him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light 

is already shining.  Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. 

Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble. But 

whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where 

he is going, because the darkness has blinded him. 



The couple was on a blind date. They had been set up by two really good friends who were convinced 

they were a perfect match. They met at a trendy restaurant. They sat down and the conversation, what 

little they were able to have, was stilted and awkward. He nervously kept tripping over his words. She 

was hoping he wouldn’t hold it against her because she knocked the water over and forced them to 

move to a new table. And this was just in the first ten minutes. 

An older couple was sitting nearby. His white and thinning hair cropped closely to his head. Her reading 

glasses halfway were half way down her nose while she looked at the menu. They watched as the young 

lady, visibly flustered, excused herself to go and try and compose herself from obvious embarrassment. 

The older man looked over at his bride with a smile and a knowing nod which only 53 years together 

could bring. 

He got up from the table, two champagne glasses in hand, and walked (more like hobbled) over to the 

table where the young couple was seated. He put the glasses down and with a wink and a smile said, 

“My wife and I were in the same situation 54 years ago. I was so nervous on our first date I puked in the 

bathroom. We wanted to give you this champagne to help you relax and get to know each other better.”   

Couldn’t you argue, the largest difference between the couple married 53 years and the couple on their 

first date, is how well they know each other? A couple on a blind date has no clue how the other person 

will react. This lack of knowledge lends itself to nervousness and awkwardness. The couple married for 

forever? I don’t think there is much nervousness or awkwardness anymore. They can even look at each 

other and simply know what the other is thinking. 

The way the two couples, the one on the blind date and the one married 53 years, know each other is a 

good illustration for something John shares with us in our lesson this morning. He writes, “We know 

that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. The man who says, ‘I know him,’ but does 

not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But if anyone obeys his word, God’s 

love is truly made complete in him.” 

I want you to think about people you “know” and how well you “know” them. You know lots of people. 

You know your favorite clerk at the grocery store. You know your hairdresser. You know your mechanic. 

You know your spouse. Your kids. Your parents. Yet, there is a difference how well you “know” someone 

isn’t there? You know who your clerk, hairdresser and mechanic are, but do you actually know anything 

about them? Conversely, don’t you know almost everything about your spouse, children and parents? 

Which way is the word know being used in our lesson? The word know used here can be defined like 

this: to learn to know a person through direct personal experience, implying a continuity of 

relationship—‘to know, to become acquainted with, to be familiar with.’ or to arrive at a knowledge 

of someone or something, know, know about, make acquaintance of. The word “know “which John 

uses implies being married 53 years more than it does being on a blind date. 

What does this difference in the word know mean practically for your Christian life? Well, what do you 

“know” about your Lord? My guess is you know or have at least heard the song Jesus loves me. You 

know it well, sing it with me if you want: “Jesus loves me! This I know, For the Bible tells me so; Little 



ones to Him belong, They are week but He is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus, loves me! Yes, 

Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.” 

Jesus loves me is a wonderful and comforting song. It is a song which we sing to little children to teach 

them about Jesus when we rock them to sleep. It reassures us Jesus loves us. Great song, yet is this how 

deep Jesus wants your relationship with him to be? A simple surface knowledge where you know Jesus 

loves you and that’s it? Or does he want your knowledge about him and his love to become deeper and 

more intimate?  

What do I mean? Is there something wrong with knowing Jesus loves you? No, there is nothing wrong 

with knowing Jesus loves you because Jesus’ love for you is the basis for your salvation. Yet, does Jesus 

want your knowledge of his love to stay at the superficial level you have about your hairdresser, 

mechanic or favorite clerk? Or, in other words, does he want your knowledge about him to stay at blind 

date level or to deepen to 53 years of married experience? 

“We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. The man who says, ‘I know 

him,’ but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. This is how we know we 

are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. Dear friends, I am not writing you a 

new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the 

message you have heard.” 

“Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and you, because the darkness is 

passing and the true light is already shining. Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother 

is still in the darkness. Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make 

him stumble. But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he 

does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him.” 

John lays out our Lord’s instructions for us with some rather forceful language. He makes it clear to us 

that people who are satisfied with “knowing” Jesus’ love only at a superficial level, i.e. blind date level, 

are liars and the truth is not in them. How can John say the person who knows Jesus’ love and what he 

has done for them is a liar? John is showing us the Lord wants us to have a much deeper and personal 

knowledge of his love much like the way a couple married 53 years knows each other. 

Why does he long for us to know him at a much deeper and intimate level? The old man shuffled back to 

the table. As he was sitting down, he lost his balance and grabbed the table to sit down. He ended up 

flipping the table over and spilling water, champagne, soup and salad all over and some even got on his 

wife. He sheepishly looked up from the ground at his wife and what did he see? He saw a look of 

concern melt away into a laugh when she knew he was ok. 

What a difference between two couples. The young woman was flustered and embarrassed by spilling 

water. The old couple just laughs when a worse situation happens. What gives? They laugh because they 

know each other and the love which that knowledge brings. Is their love perfect? No. Is it genuine? 

Absolutely. It is a love which has been through a lot and brings a depth and a warmth which only time 

spent together can bring. 



How does this apply to our lives as Christians? I want you to think about the amount of time you spend 

with Jesus and your relationship with him. Are you more like the person who is on a blind date with him 

or are you like the person who has been married to him 53 years? I need you to be honest about it. 

Which one are you? Your answer will help you determine whether you walk in the light of Jesus’ love or 

you are lying to yourself about the condition of your faith. 

A long lasting marriage teaches you it would be suicide for your marriage to hold a grudge against 

someone. How about in your relationship with Jesus? Do you harbor a grudge in your heart against him 

or someone who has wronged you? Do you realize when you harbor that grudge, you are not only 

harboring it against the person, but also against Jesus who wants you to love that neighbor with the 

same love you have for Jesus? 

Or, how long would a marriage last if the husband and wife made each other a priority and talked to 

each other once every other month? Or just at Christmas and Easter? Or when the weather was nice 

enough? Or they weren’t overly busy? Can you expect your relationship with Jesus to last when you go 

on a blind date with him every other month? Will it have depth and meaning when you can only sing 

Jesus loves me this I know because that is all you know about him? 

John urges us to know Jesus as well as someone who has been married to him for forever. How come? It 

is because we will know his love for us. “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be 

without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 

just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 

The couple who has been married for forever knows they love each other because they’ve worked at it. 

The Christian who walks in the light and knows Jesus on the same level as the couple married for forever 

knows Jesus loves him or her. Yes, you are a sinner. You harbor grudges and are lazy in spending time 

with Jesus. Yet, the more you know Jesus, the more you appreciate his love for you. How come? His love 

cleanses your grudges and purifies you from your spiritual laziness. No questions asked! 

The best man picked up his glass of champagne. He looked down at the couple who had been on the 

blind date, he in a tux and she in her gown, and said, “Thank God for old people who flip tables and 

share champagne. May your life together lasts as long as theirs.” Dear Christian, I pray your walk in the 

light grows to the depth and knowledge of the couple who has been married for forever too. Amen. 


