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For example, consider your call, brothers. Not many of you were wise from a human point of view, not 

many were powerful, and not many were born with high status. But God chose the foolish things of the 

world to put to shame those who are wise. God chose the weak things of the world to put to shame the 

things that are strong, and God chose the lowly things of the world and the despised things, and the 

things that are not, to do away with the things that are, so that no one may boast before God. But 

because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us the wisdom from God, namely, our 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption. God did this so that, just as it is written, “Let the one 

who boasts boast in the Lord.” 



What is the source of your greatest joy in life? Is it your favorite team winning a championship like 

today’s Super Bowl? Is it a job well done? Is it your kids or grandkids? Our favorite team winning the 

championship, a job well done, kids or grandkids might be a source of joy in our lives, but at some point 

in our lives each one of those things will disappoint us. Our favorite team loses, we don’t get the job 

done and our kids or grandkids fail us.  

Yet, have you ever stopped to consider a different source of joy in your life? Does the fact you have 

been called to be a Christian ever bring joy to your life? The Apostle Paul has an encouragement for us 

this morning about the joy which being a Christian will bring to our lives. He urges us to rejoice in our 

calling as a Christian and he lists three reasons why we should rejoice: 1) it isn’t of our working, 2) it is to 

serve God’s gracious purpose and 3) it is to the glory of God alone! 

The first way Paul urges us to rejoice in our calling as a Christian is because it isn’t of our working. He 

says, “For example, consider your call, brothers. Not many of you were wise from a human point of 

view, not many were powerful, and not many were born with high status.” Paul encourages the 

Corinthians to think about their lot in life before they became Christians. They weren’t extra special or 

important. They were plain, ordinary and everyday people. Why would Paul bring this up? 

Paul brings this up because the Corinthians had been fighting with each other about their status in God’s 

kingdom and they based this status on which church leader they were following. Paul addresses this 

earlier in chapter 1, “My brothers, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are 

quarrels among you. What I mean is this: One of you says, ‘I follow Paul’; another, ‘I follow Apollos’; 

another, ‘I follow Cephas’; still another, ‘I follow Christ.’”  

The Corinthians began to take sides and were fighting with each other. Paul points out to them that this 

is silly because it focuses on earthly things which have no bearing on our status in God’s kingdom. He 

does this by reminding them about the way things used to be for them. “For example, consider your 

call, brothers. Not many of you were wise from a human point of view, not many were powerful, and 

not many were born with high status.” 

The Corinthians (by and large) weren’t wise or powerful or high up in life. They were plain, simple and 

ordinary people, but their status in life highlighted the beauty of God. He chose them just as they were: 

plain, simple and ordinary. “For example, consider your call, brothers. Not many of you were wise 

from a human point of view, not many were powerful, and not many were born with high status.” 

What can we learn from this? Think about what we were before God called us to be his own. The Bible 

makes clear to us that by nature we are spiritually dead, blind and hostile towards God. This reality 

means we were God’s enemies who not only had no relationship with God, but we had zero desire to 

have a relationship with him. This is our natural status before God. There is nothing in us which drew 

God to us or caused him to want to save us. 

However, Paul has some wonderful news for us. God has called us to be his followers even though we 

were hostile towards him. “For example, consider your call, brothers. Not many of you were wise from 

a human point of view, not many were powerful, and not many were born with high status.” Paul 



reminds us God has called to be his own despite the fact there was nothing in us to draw us to himself. 

This is a reason for us to rejoice.  

Why would God call us to be his own even though we were his enemies? Paul shares the reason with us 

in our second reason to rejoice in our Christian calling. “But God chose the foolish things of the world 

to put to shame those who are wise. God chose the weak things of the world to put to shame the 

things that are strong, and God chose the lowly things of the world and the despised things, and the 

things that are not, to do away with the things that are, so that no one may boast before God.” 

Paul says we should rejoice in our Christian calling because it serves God’s gracious purpose in our lives. 

What is God’s gracious purpose in our lives? Well, it ties in to our Christian calling. God has called us to 

be his followers even though we were his enemies who wanted nothing to do with him. However, God 

wanted something to do with us even though we wanted nothing to do with him. This led God to call us 

and choose us to be his own. 

How did God call us and choose us to be his own? “But God chose the foolish things of the world to put 

to shame those who are wise. God chose the weak things of the world to put to shame the things that 

are strong, and God chose the lowly things of the world and the despised things, and the things that 

are not, to do away with the things that are, so that no one may boast before God.” Paul shares with 

us that God uses simple and foolish things in this world to make us his own. 

What are some of the simple and foolish things God has used to make us his own? We can think about 

the reason we are saved. God sent his son into this world to live a humble and simple life in it. He was 

weak and ordinary. He was lowly in this world and had no beauty or majesty. He was despised by the 

world and rejected by it. He died a criminal’s death when he was executed on a cross. Does this sound 

like a plan which the wise and learned of the world would come up with to save the world? 

We can think about the way God uses to create and sustain our faith. He uses words which are both 

spoken and written down to call us to repentance, to remind us of his promises to us and to keep our 

faith alive. He uses words connected to one of the most basic elements on earth (water) to create faith 

in our hearts and remind us our sins have been washed away. He promises forgiveness to all who eat 

bread and drink wine in remembrance of his death. It is so basic, so simple and foolish. 

Yet, this is the exact way God has chosen to sustain our faith. Rejoice in your calling as a Christian that 

God sustains you through these ordinary means. “But God chose the foolish things of the world to put 

to shame those who are wise. God chose the weak things of the world to put to shame the things that 

are strong, and God chose the lowly things of the world and the despised things, and the things that 

are not, to do away with the things that are, so that no one may boast before God.” 

Paul says God uses these ordinary means so that no one may boast before God. Why doesn’t God want 

anyone to boast before him? It has to do with the third reason we should rejoice in our Christian calling: 

it is to the glory of God alone. “But because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us the 

wisdom from God, namely, our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. God did this so that, 

just as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.’” 



Paul lays out the reasons why we should rejoice in our Christian calling. He says we should rejoice 

because Jesus is our righteousness, sanctification and redemption. Why do these facts cause us to 

rejoice? It has to do with our status before our calling to be God’s followers. We were held captive by 

sin. We were enemies of God who were objects of God’s wrath. We deserved to be pushed out of his 

sight forever. 

Our situation was much like a criminal on death row. The appeals process is over. The death sentence 

hasn’t been lifted. The only thing which the criminal can do is wait to die. Finally, it is execution day. The 

jailer opens the door, walks in and says, “You’re free.” How is this possible the criminal wonders? 

Someone took your place. You don’t need to die anymore. What would the criminal’s reaction be? I 

hope it would be thankful to the person who took their place. 

This is what Jesus has done for you and me. We were on death row. We were waiting to be sent to hell, 

but Jesus took our place. He redeemed us and called us to be his own. This is the message which Paul 

shares with us in our lesson. “But because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us the 

wisdom from God, namely, our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. God did this so that, 

just as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.’” 

Isn’t the natural response of a Christian to what Jesus has done for us to be thankful? Isn’t it to rejoice 

over the wonderful news God has made us his own? Yes, these are two of the many responses which we 

as Christians bring to our God. We thank and praise him for the wonderful fact he has rescued us from 

the dominion of sin and Satan. It is the reason we rejoice in our Christian calling because our joy brings 

glory to God. 

What is the greatest source of joy in your life? There are many things which bring us joy in this world. 

Sports teams, a job well done, children or grandchildren, but these things can disappoint. However, our 

calling as Christians in this world will never disappoint us. Rejoice in your Christian calling. Rejoice God 

has called you to be his own. Rejoice he called you according to his gracious purpose. Rejoice that your 

joy brings him glory. Amen. 


