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Colossians 2:6-15 

Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to walk in him, by being rooted and built up 

in him, and strengthened in the faith just as you were taught, while you overflow in faith with 

thanksgiving. See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, which are in 

accord with human tradition, namely, the basic principles of the world, but not in accord with Christ. For 

all the fullness of God’s being dwells bodily in Christ. And you have been brought to fullness in him. Christ 

is the head over every ruler and authority. You were also circumcised in him, with a circumcision not 

done by human hands, in the putting off of the body of flesh, in the circumcision of Christ, when you were 

buried with Christ in baptism. And in baptism you were also raised with him through the faith worked by 

the God who raised Christ from the dead. 

Even when you were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive 

with Christ by forgiving us all our trespasses. God erased the record of our debt brought against us by his 

legal demands. This record stood against us, but he took it away by nailing it to the cross. After 

disarming the rulers and authorities, he made a public display of them by triumphing over them in Christ. 



Debt seems to be an ever present factor in life. I think a lot of you farmers would agree. Land is 

expensive and the only way you can buy any is by taking a loan out. Farm equipment? A new combine 

will run close to a half million bucks. A new tractor can close to a quarter million. I’ve never known 

individual farmers who have that kind of cash lying around. Yet, farmers aren’t the only ones who are 

familiar with debt. Debt is something which the majority of Americans seem to be drowning in. 

A lot of people my age and younger are drowning in student loan debt. College costs are skyrocketing. I 

read recently the cost of college has gone up 40% in the last ten years. Once you graduate, debt keeps 

on coming. Buying a house means getting a mortgage. Want a new car? You can always go into debt to 

get one. You also probably get weekly offers like this: credit card companies who will loan you money to 

buy the things you want and possibly go into debt while doing it. 

Debt is all around us. The question becomes: how do you repay your debts? Usually, you pay your debts 

off by working them off. Farmers use their farm income to pay for the land or machines they purchase. 

Students use their education to find a job. Your job finances your ability to buy a house or the car you 

like. You pay the credit card bill every month it comes. Debt is something you are familiar with, might be 

swimming in, but do you ever feel trapped by all your debt? 

You have a bad year farming. The bills for the land and the machinery don’t stop coming. Where’s the 

money going to come from? Your student debt is crushing. You are five or six figures in debt before you 

even have a job. Your house has lost value since you purchased it. You’re only making the minimum 

payments on your credit card because that’s all you can afford. Does your debt feel like a crushing 

weight dragging you down and you can’t escape?  

Now, what would it be like to someone pay all your debts on your behalf? How would you view the 

person who paid your debt? I would imagine you would be extremely grateful to the person who 

forgave your debts and wiped them away. I would think you’d go out of your way to make sure this 

person was reminded on a regular, if not daily basis, of the fact you are grateful for the debt they repaid 

on your behalf. 

Our second lesson this morning deals with the concept of debt which we have been talking about. 

However, it doesn’t talk the debt of owing someone money. It refers to debt in a spiritual sense. “Even 

when you were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive 

with Christ by forgiving us all our trespasses. God erased the record of our debt brought against us by 

his legal demands. This record stood against us, but he took it away by nailing it to the cross.”  

These words about debt start us off at the gratitude stage because they talk about a debt which we have 

had forgiven by Christ. We need to work backwards a little bit in order to understand the debt Paul is 

talking about. He gives us a clue when he says, “God erased the record of our debt brought against us 

by his legal demands.” Paul connects our debt with demands which God has legally made of us.  

What are the legal demands God has made of us? Honestly, the simplest summary of them is this: love 

God and love your neighbor as yourself. In fact, God even connects the two. You show love for God 

when you love your neighbor as you love yourself. Now, you might ask, what does it mean to show love 



to your neighbor? Allow me to ask how you’d want to be treated in certain situations and then you’ll 

have your answer. 

Situation one: two men walk into a car dealership. One is dressed in a suit. The other has holes in his 

clothes. The salespeople flock and fawn to the man wearing the suit while ignoring the man with holes 

in his clothes. Would you rather be fawned over or ignored? Situation two: a woman gets a call in the 

middle of the night. Her neighbor has gone into labor and she needs someone to watch her kids while 

she goes to the hospital. Would you want to go and help out or stay in bed? 

Love for your neighbor sometimes means showing love to people who aren’t like you. People who don’t 

dress like you, act like you or even look like you. It doesn’t mean favoring one person over someone 

else. Love for your neighbor also means being selfless when asked to show love. It means sacrificing 

sleep, time to yourself, food and even money to benefit someone else. Does this sound easy or 

appealing? No? Does it sound rather impossible? Yes? 

Suddenly, you understand the seriousness of God’s legal demands. His legal demands mean you need to 

show perfect love to everyone all the time. You need to show love to people who you like, such as your 

kids, and people you don’t. You need to be willing sacrifice something, such as sleep, for the neighbor 

you like and the one who you don’t. God says you must be willing to put yourself second in everything. 

No being selfish. No always getting your way and every time you don’t means you incur a debt to him. 

I want you to picture your debt like this. Each time you incur a debt it is like a tally mark on this 

whiteboard. How do you get the whiteboard clean? You need an eraser, don’t you? “Even when you 

were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ by 

forgiving us all our trespasses. God erased the record of our debt brought against us by his legal 

demands. This record stood against us, but he took it away by nailing it to the cross.” 

Paul says Jesus is our debt’s eraser. He doesn’t partially erase our debts and leave some showing. He 

completely and totally erases them. God looks at our ledger which his legal demands make of us and it is 

completely clean. You couldn’t have done it on your own. You’d only have made it worse. Christ, 

however, has completely cleaned your record. He has repaid your debt by demolishing the legal system 

which was holding you captive in your debt. 

I mentioned before that if someone paid the debt you couldn’t, you would have a profound sense of 

gratitude wouldn’t you? Yet, what does human nature have the tendency to do, even with tremendous 

gifts? Doesn’t it have the tendency to take them for granted? Doesn’t your sense of gratitude tend to go 

down after a while? What is it replaced with? Isn’t it often replaced with indifference to the gift or a 

sense of thinking you deserved the gift because of who you are? 

I was talking to someone recently. He told me about a friend who had run a successful business. Now, 

he is older and trying to figure out what he wants to do with the business. He wants to turn it over to his 

kids, but what are they doing? They are fighting over the money. It makes you shake your head. They 

didn’t do anything to earn it. Their dad did all the work, yet here they are fighting and acting like they 

own the money which their dad earned. 



Isn’t taking a wonderful gift for granted always the danger of a wonderful gift? Think about Jesus’ gift of 

erasing our debt and what damage indifference does. Indifference leads to ingratitude. Ingratitude leads 

to unbelief. Unbelief leads to an eternity of regret. You could have been with him forever, but your 

indifference led you to not care and take his love for granted. You had the precious truth of God’s word 

in your hand but your indifference can lead it to slip away.  

What is the tool to help you fight indifference? “Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 

continue to walk in him, by being rooted and built up in him, and strengthened in the faith just as you 

were taught, while you overflow in faith with thanksgiving.” Paul says the best way to combat 

indifference about Jesus’ gift is to make sure you’ve got strong roots in Christ. The more you’re in 

contact with Christ, the deeper your roots will be and you’ll be grateful rather than indifferent. 

There is a reason I plead with you to come to church and Bible study, to read your Bible and devotions at 

home. Worship, Bible study and devotions are ways to spend time with Jesus. They are the ways you 

build up your roots in Christ. These are the ways God uses to build our faith up. We want to be strong in 

Christ because we want our lives to overflow with thanksgiving because we are grateful for what Jesus 

has done for us. We want to remain grateful to him. 

What does gratitude look like? I have learned I cannot program people to express gratitude to Christ, 

but are you really expressing gratitude when you walk the dog or sleep in rather than coming to church 

and spending time with Jesus? Are you displaying thankfulness when you won’t come to Bible study 

since it messes with your brunch time? Is it wise to only say Jesus you are only worth my time when I 

feel like it or it is easy and convenient for me? 

I know you might feel upset by what I said. Good. It is your sinful nature which is mad at me, but you’re 

not defined by your sinful nature. You’re defined by Christ. Remember what he has done for you. He has 

erased your debt of sin. Your ledger before God has been wiped clean. How do you respond to his 

wonderful gift? “Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to walk in him, by being 

rooted and built up in him.” Express your gratitude by being rooted in Christ. Amen. 


